
 

 

2025 Special General Meeting of 
the Australian Society of Viticulture and Oenology Inc.  
held on the 11th of June 2025 

 

Attendance  
Twenty (13) members, were present in the room as recorded on the registration sheets

Eveline Bartowsky 
Andy Clarke 
Peter Clingeleffer 
Richard Hamilton 

Josh Hixson 
Jo Hargreaves 
Peter Hayes 
Patrick Iland 

Samantha Scarratt 
Libby Tedstone 
Rob Walker 
Liz Waters 

Chris Waters 

 

Eighteen (17) members, were present as reported by webinar ID 97236502416

Rob Bramley 
Wendy Cameron 
Di Davidson 
Katie Dunne 
Katherine Evans 

Richard Fennessy 
Penny Flannery 
Stephen Guy 
Robyn Haworth 
Paul Petrie 

Liz Riley 
Renata Ristic 
Anthony Robinson 
Jerome Scarborough 
Chrissie Smith 

Bin Tian 
David Wollan 

 

Thirty-eight (38) members submitted proxy forms

Brett McClen 
Mark Krstic 
Ben Gibson 
Tony Proffitt 
Alana Seabrook 
Brian Walsh 
Duncan Hamm 
Andrew Allen 
Allison Blake 
Nick Bulleid 

Wendy Cameron 
Edward Cavanagh 
Nick Dry 
Katherine Evans 
Duncan Farquhar 
Richard Fennessy 
Penny Flannery 
Julian Grodzicky 
Stephen Guy 
Fred Hadifar 

Robyn Haworth 
Josh Hixson 
Brooke Howell 
Pia Merrick 
Jeremy O’Brien 
Paul Petrie 
Liz Riley 
Renata Ristic 
Louisa Rose 
Jerome Scarborough 

Alana Seabrook 
Joel Stefanetti  
Bin Tian 
David Wollan 
Rachel Wong 
Corrina Wright 
Vanessa Stockdale 
 

 

Apologies  

Thirty-six (36) members’ apologies were recorded 

Peter Barry 
Gregory Dedman 
Matt Duggan 

Lucy Etheridge 
Stuart Hordern 
Syuzanna Mosikyan 

Mango Parker 
Louisa Rose 
Anthony Saliba 

Kerry Wilkinson 
Andrea Roberts-Davison   

 

 



 

Proceedings 
The Chair, noted that a quorum was present and declared the meeting open at 4:03 pm 

The Chair welcomed all attendees and acknowledged the hybrid format. Quorum was 
confirmed in accordance with the ASVO Constitution, with 25 members present (13 in-
person, 18 online and 11 proxies held).  

The Chair thanked Katie Dunne, Chris Waters and members that had contributed to the 
extensive work required to review the Constitution. 

The Chair asked if anyone had a conflicts of interest related to the meetings 
proceedings. No conflicts of interest were declared.  

The Chair outlined the voting procedures, noting that online attendees were able to 
participate and voting would be via a pol for each resolution. 

The Chair stated that a total of 11 proxies were registered. Ten were held by the 
President and one was held by Eveline Bartowsky. 

Rob Bramley asked why only 11 proxies were held when the list of registered proxies was 
much longer. 

The Chair responded that the Constitution sets a maximum of ten non-directive proxies 
to be held per member. 

Stephen Guy sought clarification regarding his dual role as proxy holder and online 
attendee. The Chair confirmed that his proxy would not be exercised if he voted online. 

A minor technical issue affecting the presentation screen was noted and resolved. 

1. Proposed change: Introduction of Appointment Directors 
The Chair invited all those present to raise any questions or concerns on the first 
resolution dealing with proposed changes to the ASVO governance model. 

Wendy Cameron asked for clarification if the appointed directors would be paid? 

The Chair responded that the Appointed Directors were volunteer positions the same as 
non-regional and regional Directors. 

Wendy Cameron sought confirmation that appointed directors could be nominated by 
members or head hunted depending on skills needs. 

The Chair responded that an open call would be made for Appointed Director positions. 

Katherine Evans asked what was the intent of requiring Appointed Director to be a 
financial member? 

The Chair responded that based on feedback from members requiring Appointed 
Director to be financial members was preferred and it demonstrated a willingness to put 
‘skin in the game’ 

Anthony Robinson raised a concern that there was a direct contradiction between 
proposed Rule 7.2.1(b), which allows a non-member to be appointed, and Rule 7.3.6(b)(i), 



 

which requires them to be a financial member.  

Anthony Robinson also asked for clarification on the rationale for differing eligibility 
standards for Board Directors. Proposed Rule 7.3.5(b) requires an Elected Director to 
have a clean disciplinary record only within ASVO. In contrast, proposed Rule 7.3.6(b)(ii) 
holds an Appointed Director to a higher standard, requiring them to have a clean record 
within ASVO or any other organisation essentially creating a two-tier system of ethical 
requirements for members of the same Board.  

Members discussed both points raised, and it was agreed that both director types 
should be subject to the same probity checks. 

Anthony Robinson proposed two amendments to ensure appointees are financial 
members prior to appointment and that all classes of Director are subject to the same 
ethical requirements 

The two motions to amend resolution one were put to the meeting. 

Motion To amend Resolution One by changing the proposed Rule 7.3.5(b) from ‘be a 
member who has not been found guilty in a disciplinary process of the 
Society; and’ to read ‘be a member who has not been found guilty in a 
disciplinary process of the Society or any other organisation; and’. 
 

Moved: Anthony Robinson   
Seconded: Libby Tedstone   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room 16 online 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 0 
Approved 

  

 

Motion To amend Resolution One by changing the proposed Rule 7.3.6(b)(i) from 
‘be a financial member; and’ to read ‘if not already a member, become a 
financial member of the Society prior to the appointment taking effect; and’. 
 

Moved: Anthony Robinson   
Seconded: Eveline Bartowsky   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room 15 online 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 1 
Approved  

  

 

Following the successful passing of these motions the amended resolution was put to 
the meeting.  

Resolution That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, that the Constitution be 
amended to introduce a new class of director known as Appointed Director, 
and to specify the manner of their appointment, term, and rights, as detailed 
in Annexure A and including amendments agreed by those present at the 



 

meeting. 
Moved: Andy Clarke   
Seconded: Richard Hamilton   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room, 15 online, 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 1 
Approved 

  

 

2. Proposed change: Extension of Director terms and introduction of maximum 
term limits  

The Chair presented background on the rationale for resolution two, proposing an 
increase in director term lengths from two to three years, with a limit of three 
consecutive terms. 

Anthony Robinson asked for clarification on the Boards intent to retain the power to 
extend terms as suggested in the FAQ document (question 19). The FAQ document 
suggests the Board may approve an extension beyond the three-consecutive-term limit 
in “exceptional circumstances”. The proposed constitutional Rule 7.2.3, however, sets a 
hard maximum.  

The Chair responded that the inconsistency between the documents was unintentional. 
The Board have agreed to the rule (7.2.3) as it is written in the proposed Constitution. 

As there were no further comments the Chair put the motion to the meeting 

Resolution That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, that the Constitution be 
amended to introduce 3-year terms and a maximum of 3 consecutive terms 
for ASVO Directors as detailed in Annexure B.  

Moved: Andy Clarke   
Seconded: Liz Waters   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room, 15 online, 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 1 
Approved 

  

 

3. Proposed change: to rename the Wine Show Member category of membership 
to Affiliate 

The Chair provided some background on the rationale for updating member classes. 

The Chair stated that the amendment did not change the voting rights or benefits of the 
class. 

Peter Clingeleffer asked if any of the membership classes allowed for table grape 
producers to be eligible for membership.  

The Executive Officer responded that eligibility was based on the individual being 
involved in Commercial Production which was defined as ‘the production of grapes or 
wine, or the supply of materials for grape or wine production, or the marketing of 
products of grape or wine production’ 



 

Members agreed that this could include those engaged in table grape or dried fruit 
production. 

As there were no further comments the Chair put the motion to the meeting 

Resolution That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, that the Constitution be 
amended to change the existing Wine Show Member category to Affiliate 
membership as detailed in Annexure C. 

Moved: Andy Clarke   
Seconded: Patrick Iland   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room, 15 online, 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 1 
Approved 

  

 

4. Proposed changes to make minor adjustments to wording for the purpose of 
improving clarity and consistency 

The meeting considered the following constitutional amendments: 

o Storing minutes  
o Appointment of Auditor  
o General Meetings: Hybrid Format 
o Legacy clauses 
o Inclusive wording 

 

The Chair opened the meeting for comments or questions. 

Anthony Robinson noted that there was a discrepancy between the circulated proposed 
Constitution and the Memorandum and asked the Board to clarify the amendment 
regarding quorum and proxy votes (Resolution Four).  
Robinson stated that the current constitutional rule (10.1.8) effectively requires a 
minimum of 13 members to be present for a quorum and is a vital safeguard against a 
very small group making decisions. The Explanatory Memorandum for the proposed 
changes retained this principle. However, the final Proposed Constitution introduces a 
new Rule 10.1.8 that removes this safeguard and instead imposes a previously 
uncommunicated cap of 13 proxies.  
 
The Executive Officer responded that the discrepancy was an unintentional inconsistency. 
The rule set out in the Memorandum was correct and would be the rule voted on. The 
Proposed Constitution circulated prior to the meeting would be amended to reflect the 
wording in the Memorandum. 
 
Proposed Rule 10.1.8  
Twenty-five financial members with voting rights, present or by proxy shall be a quorum at 
a General Meeting. Provided that the number of financial members present exceeds twelve  
A member will be deemed present if they attend:  
a) in person; or  
b) by teleconference/telephone; or  



 

c) by such other technology that  
i. the Board determines acceptable; and  
ii. provides members the opportunity to participate in the meeting.  

 
Libby Tedstone asked if the Board had considered a percentage of the membership for a 
quorum rather than a set number. 

The Executive Officer responded that the Board had considered using a percentage of 
the membership as the quorum requirement but as the intention was to amend the rule 
to clarify the status of members attending online the current rule was retained. 

Resolution That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, that the Constitution be 
amended by incorporating changes detailed in Annexure D and including 
amendments agreed by those present at the meeting. 

Moved: Andy Clarke   
Seconded: Josh Hixson   
Outcome In favour: 39 (13 in room, 14 online, 11 proxy) 

Against: 0 
Abstain: 1 
Approved 

  

 

The Chair thanked members for their participation and closed the meeting at 5:01 pm. 

 

Approved by 

Andy Clarke, President 
Sam Scarratt, Vice President 
Vanessa Stockdale, Public Officer 
 
Signed 

 

 





Overview    
 Meeting Topic Actual Start Time  

 
2025 ASVO Special General 
Meeting  11/06/2025 15:33  

    
Launched Polls   
# Poll Name Responses  

1 
Proposed amendments to 
Annexure A 16  

2 Resolution One 16  
3 Resolution Two 15  
4 Resolution Three 15  
5 Resolution Four 14  

    
That the proposed Rule 7.3.6(b)(i) be amended from ‘be a financial member; and’ to read ‘if not already a 
member, become a financial member of the Society prior to the appointment taking effect; and’. 
# User Name Submitted Date and Time  

1 Chrissie Smith 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
2 Richard Fennessy 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
3 David Wollan 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
4 Penny Flannery 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
5 Katie Dunne 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
6 Anthony Robinson 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
7 Stephen Guy 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
8 Di Davidson 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
9 Paul Petrie 11/06/2025 16:35 For 

10 Jerome Scarborough 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
11 Katherine Evans 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
12 Liz Riley 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
13 Bin Tian 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
14 Rob Bramley 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
15 Renata Ristic 11/06/2025 16:35 For 
16 Wendy Cameron 11/06/2025 16:35 For 

    
That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, that the Constitution be amended to introduce a 
new class of directors known as Appointed Directors, and to specify the manner of their appointment, 
term, and rights, as detailed in Annexure A 
# User Name Submitted Date and Time  

1 Chrissie Smith 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
2 Richard Fennessy 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
3 David Wollan 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
4 Penny Flannery 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
5 Katie Dunne 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
6 Anthony Robinson 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
7 Stephen Guy 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
8 Di Davidson 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
9 Paul Petrie 11/06/2025 16:39 In Favour 



10 Jerome Scarborough 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
11 Katherine Evans 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
12 Liz Riley 11/06/2025 16:39 In Favour 
13 Bin Tian 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
14 Rob Bramley 11/06/2025 16:39 In Favour 
15 Renata Ristic 11/06/2025 16:40 In Favour 
16 Wendy Cameron 11/06/2025 16:39 In Favour 

    
Resolution Two That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, the amendments to the 
Constitution regarding the extension of Director terms from 2 to 3 years and introduction of maximum 
term limits as detailed in Annexure B. 
# User Name Submitted Date and Time  

1 Chrissie Smith 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
2 Richard Fennessy 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
3 David Wollan 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
4 Penny Flannery 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
5 Katie Dunne 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
6 Anthony Robinson 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
7 Stephen Guy 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
8 Di Davidson 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
9 Paul Petrie 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 

10 Jerome Scarborough 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
11 Katherine Evans 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
12 Liz Riley 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
13 Bin Tian 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
14 Rob Bramley 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 
15 Wendy Cameron 11/06/2025 16:45 In favour 

    
Resolution Three That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, the amendments to the 
Constitution regarding the introduction of an Affiliate Member category detailed in Annexure C. 
# User Name Submitted Date and Time  

1 Chrissie Smith 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
2 Richard Fennessy 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
3 David Wollan 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
4 Penny Flannery 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
5 Katie Dunne 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
6 Anthony Robinson 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
7 Stephen Guy 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
8 Di Davidson 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
9 Paul Petrie 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 

10 Jerome Scarborough 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
11 Katherine Evans 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
12 Liz Riley 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
13 Bin Tian 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
14 Rob Bramley 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 
15 Wendy Cameron 11/06/2025 16:51 In favour 

    



Resolution Four That this meeting approves, as a Special Resolution, the amendments to the 
Constitution detailed in Annexure D.  
These amendments are intended to modernise and clarify existing provisions, with the aim of ensuring 
minimal impact on current operations.  
I. Storing minutes and recording membership application decisions 
II. Appointment of Auditor  
III. General Meetings: Hybrid Format 
V. Legacy Clauses  
VI. New transitional clauses for members 

# User Name Submitted Date and Time  
1 Chrissie Smith 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
2 Richard Fennessy 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
3 David Wollan 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
4 Katie Dunne 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
5 Anthony Robinson 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
6 Stephen Guy 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
7 Di Davidson 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
8 Paul Petrie 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
9 Jerome Scarborough 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 

10 Katherine Evans 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
11 Liz Riley 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
12 Bin Tian 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
13 Rob Bramley 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
14 Wendy Cameron 11/06/2025 16:59 In favour 
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