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held on the 29t of October 2024

Attendance

The Chair, noted that a quorum was present in accordance with the constitution and

declared the Annual General Meeting open at 3:34 pm

Twenty (20) members, were present in the room as recorded on the registration sheets

Michaela Barton Jeremy Dineen Mardi Longbottom

Eveline Bartowsky Katie Dunne Paul Petrie

Keren Bindon Peter Hayes Renata Ristic

Rob Bramley Colin Hinze Anthony Robinson
Andy Clarke Mark Krstic Samantha Scarratt

Alana Seabrook
Chrissie Smith
Vanessa Stockdale
Rob Walker

David Wollan

Twenty-eight (28) members, were present as reported by webinar ID 928 1572 6747

Jason Amos
Peter Caldwell
Wendy Cameron
Peter Clingeleffer

Penny Flannery
Julian Grodzicky
Sue Hodder
Brooke Howell

Stephen Partridge
Niranjan Phuyal
Pragya Poudel

Liz Riley

Nick Dry Shaikh Yassir Yousouf Renata Ristic

Leigh Dryden Jewan Jerome Scarborough
Lucy Etheridge Catherine Kidman Jake Sheedy

Richard Fennessy Pia Merrick Nigel Sneyd MW

Thirty-eight (38) members submitted proxy forms
Andrew Allen Bruce Gregory
Christopher Barnes Duncan Hamm
Peter Barry Prue Henschke

Ben Pietsch
Tony Proffitt
Shelley Lynette Ray-

Grant Burge Stuart Hordern Brennan

Di Davidson Patrick lland Bruce Redman
Gregory Dedman Kiri Irving Louisa Rose
Philip Deverell Philip Laffer Jamie Saint

Kathy Evans
Steven Faulkner
Chris Ford

Brett McClen
Syuzanna Mosikyan
Chris Pfeiffer

Anthony Saliba
Leigh Schmidtke
Vanessa Stockdale

Chris Steel
Phillip Taylor
Teri van Aalst
Kerry Wilkinson
Corrina Wrigh

Carol Strom
Mike Trought
Eric Wilkes
Andrew Yap
Craig Markby
Ben Kite

Lucy Etheridge
Liz Waters
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Apologies
Thirty-six (36) members’ apologies were recorded

Andrew Allen Chris Ford Philip Laffer Louisa Rose
Christopher Barnes Bruce Gregory Brett McClen Jamie Saint

Peter Barry Richard Hamilton Syuzanna Mosikyan Anthony Saliba
Grant Burge Duncan Hamm Chris Pfeiffer Leigh Schmidtke
Di Davidson Peter Hayes Ben Pietsch Vanessa Stockdale
Gregory Dedman Prue Henschke Tony Proffitt Carol Strom

Philip Deverell Stuart Hordern Shelley Lynette Ray- Mike Trought
Kathy Evans Patrick lland Brennan Eric Wilkes

Steven Faulkner Kiri Irving Bruce Redman Andrew Yap

1. Confirmation of Minutes

The Chair asked if there were any amendments to the published minutes of the
42"Annual General Meeting held on the 6" of November 2023.

No amendments were noted.

MOTION: That the minutes of the 2023 42nd AGM are recorded as a true and correct record

Moved Andy Clarke
Seconded Jeremy Dineen
The motion was carried by a show of hands and online poll.

President’s report.

The Chair presented the report to the members noting that acknowledged the
challenges faced by the wine and viticulture sector and the importance of
innovation and learning. He highlighted the ASVO's efforts to build community
engagement, including online forums and in-person events.

The Chair thanked the board for their contributions and emphasized the need for
the organization to evolve to thrive in a changing landscape.

Treasurer’s report

The Treasurer presented the financial highlights and progress of the organization
over the past year. The Treasurer reported a net profit of $36,000 and a growth in
net assets, which further strengthens the organization's balance sheet. The Treasurer
highlighted the effective management of recurring revenue streams, including
membership fees, publishing royalties, and event sponsorships. The Treasurer also
mentioned the adoption of a strategic approach to ensure a target band of
uncommitted reserves. The Treasurer stated that the ASVO has a strong financial
position, with a significant cash reserve that allows for reinvestment in services,
facilities, and benefits for members. The Treasurer also noted a reduction in event-
related costs and a notable increase in interest and investment income.
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Question
Dr Anthony Robinson asked if the Board had concerns around the widening gap
between prepaid memberships and the total membership revenue

Answer

The Board recognises that cashflow is tight in small medium and large operations. In
a tight economy membership is probable not the first priority. The Board are
focusing reaching out to members in regional areas and opportunities to invest in
offerings that will attract membership.

Question
Dr Anthony Robinson asked what the Boards strategy was concerning the level of
cash on hand.

Answer

The Board have an investment policy and seek to maintain a measured amount of
reserves, which the current level of reserves is within; however, the Board are actively
seeking opportunities to invest in programs that will deliver value for members.

Question
Dr Rob Bramley asked if a recruitment drive was required to address the issue that
some members subscription is funded by their employers.

Answer
The Board are constantly reevaluating our membership offering and we have a
diverse cohort of members with many different circumstances.

Question
Dr Mark Krstic asked if the reduction in venue hire, and catering costs meant that
the ASVO was making more margin on events.

Answer
Costs associated with events changes from year to year depending on the type and
number of events held. In person events tend to have a higher delivery cost.

Question
Rob Walker asked the Treasurer to expand on the income received from the Journal
since moving to open access.

Answer

The treasurer asked the Chair of the Journal Subcommittee to reply.

The Subcommittee Chair replied that the Journal is operating much more on a cost
neutral basis since the transition, not placing an operating cost on the ASVO

Auditor

The Chair moved the proposed resolution that the auditor for next financial year
continue to be DW Johns.
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MOTION: That the ASVO appoint D W Johns as the auditor for next financial year.
Moved Dr Evelyne Bartowsky
Seconded Dr Anthony Robinson
The motion was carried by a show of hands and online poll.

5. Board elections

The Chair announced changes for the 2023-24 Board of Directors.

The Chair thanked the outgoing director Monica Gray who had filled the vacancy
from Nadja Wallington.

The Chair told members that Chrissie Smith was the incoming Director from New
South Wales and welcomed her to the Board.

The Chair told members that directors Jeremy Dineen and Alana Seabrook and
himself (Andy Clarke) had been re-elected.

6. Notice of intent to amend the constitution

The Chair announced the Boards intent to update the Constitution with the aim to
review the governing framework and make it more relevant and agile. The changes
proposed included simplifying the Constitution, using technology for hybrid general
meetings, increasing director terms, introducing appointed directors, and increasing
board capacity. The members were encouraged to provide feedback on the
proposed changes, with a special general meeting scheduled later in the Financial
year to vote on the updated constitution.

7. Admission of Fellows of the Society

The Chair stated the ASVO Board of Directors had decided that two members be
granted honorary membership as Fellows of the Society.
The Chair announced that the Fellow Selection Advisory Committee had

recommended David Wollan and Liz Riley be invited to become Fellows of the
ASVO.

The Chair invited David Wollan to address members.

David, stated that he has been an ASVO member for over 40 years, accepted the
nomination and expressed his gratitude. David then shared his journey in the wine
industry, crediting his mentors particularly the collaboration with Gary Baldwin and
his encounter with John Middleton. David expressed his gratitude for the
opportunities he had received and the support he had received throughout his
career.

The Chair played a pre recorded acceptance from Liz Riley in which she
acknowledged the contributions of various individuals. She expressed gratitude for
the support she received throughout her career and highlighted the importance of
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the people in the industry.

Other business

The Chair invited all those present to raise any further matters that have not been
dealt with on the agenda.

Mark Krstic offered comment that in periods of significant sector challenges such as
the present, the role of the ASVO is vital to bring people together and share insights

and innovation.

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 4:32 pm.
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